
Embracing Rituals and Emblems During the 
Holiday Season 

The Importance of Rituals and Emblems 
Rituals and emblems play a significant role in organizations, helping to establish order and 
identity. These symbols and practices not only define group culture, but they also create a 
sense of structure and belonging among members. However, the importance of rituals and 
emblems extends beyond organizational life and into our personal experiences. 

Personal Traditions During the Holiday Season 
As we enter this season of celebration, many traditions—whether we call them rituals or 
emblems—become central to our lives. These may include decorating a Christmas tree, 
displaying a cherished Nativity scene, using an Advent Calendar, caroling, attending 
church on Christmas Eve, or celebrating Hanukkah/Chanukah. Other traditions might be 
playful, such as participating in an ugly sweater contest or enjoying the Elf on the Shelf. 
Each activity, whether shared with family or friends, becomes an essential part of the 
holiday season. 

The Role of Rituals and Emblems in Our Lives 
Rituals and emblems, much like those in our Eight and Forty organization, reinforce our 
values, foster a sense of belonging, and allow us to celebrate our uniqueness. They serve 
as reminders of what is meaningful to us and help strengthen our connections with others. 
As we continue on life’s journey, it is important to recognize and appreciate the value that 
these customs contribute to our existence. 

Season’s Greetings 
The Ritual and Emblem Committee extends wishes for happy holidays, good health, and 
prosperity in the coming year. 
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